In the main text, we assumed that birds had a constant flight speed and that: (i) patch quality, measured on the IPQ scale, is equivalent to six hours of foraging; (ii) adults only bring back food when they have collected 25 points on the IPQ scale; the time required to accumulate these 25 points is henceforth denoted T P Q 25 . We here show that our results are robust to our choice for the time to gain of 25 points as well as 50 points. Similarly, we presented that patch quality, measured on the IPQ scale, is equivalent to six hours of foraging as well as ten hours of foraging: (a) T P Q 25 with six hours of foraging; (b) T P Q 50 with six hours of foraging; (c) T P Q 25 with ten hours of foraging; (d) T P Q 50 with ten hours of foraging. Horizontal grey broken lines indicate the values of EGF C day that were reduced to 50% of the maximum values. Vertical grey broken lines indicate the first IPQ mode. In all four cases (panels), the first IPQ mode delivers at least 50% of daily energy gain to chicks.
